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One of the consequences of lapan's widespread use of
asbestos was observed after the 1995 Greot Honshin-
Awaji earthquake which offected Kobe, Awaji, Ashiya
ond Nishinomiyo ond their surrounding orens. Post-
earthquoke atmosphenc monitoring by the Environ
mental Agency (apon) showed an increase in ambient
oshestos concentration i the stricken tone; a diffusion
model wos used to assess how much of this contami-
nation wos due to sprayed-on osbestos insulationTire-
proofing present in earthquoke-damaged buildings ot
16 sampling points. The scientists estimated that pnior
to the eorthguake there hod been 3,740 tonnes of
sprayed-on ashestos stock in the offected buildings;
the quake liherated 26.4 kg of ashestos into the envi-

ranment,™ Expenments revealed thol demolition with-
out pre-removal of asbestos caused the highest levels
of oshestos emissions inta the surrounding areas, as
bestos removal costs accounted for GB-94% of totol
demaolition costs.

The destruction wrdught by the Indian Qceon tsunaomi
devostoled communities in 5n Lonko, Thoifond, India,
Indonesia ond the Maldives. On Februory 22, 2005,
lam Cohen, an Australion politicion who wos on the
beach in Hikkoduwa, in the south-west of Sri Lanka on
December 26, 2004, told the New South Wales Parlio
ment thot in the oftermath of the tsunami there was;

"o great deal of ashestos spread oround thot coostol
areq. As the houses ond buildings were destroyved,
asbestos was broken up. It wos being cleared by hand
and bulldozer without appropriote sofety measures,”

Despite Cahen's warnings of the horords coused by
thousonds of tonnes of oshestos waste, no attempts
were mode to control the widespread contamination
Cohen explained:

“There s an ashestos industry in 5ri Lanka that claims
it is just blue asbestos that is the problem, not white
osbestos. | hove it on good outhonty from people who
have been involved in unions here in Austrolio that
white oshestos is os much the issue os s blue asbestos.
| hove written a letter to Alexander Downer advising
him that the asbestos industry in Sni Lanka has been
conducting an oggressive compaign o convince partic-
ulorly Southeast Asion countries thot asbestos prod
ucts are sofe”

Observers from the United Mations Environment Pro-
gramme (UMNEP) were seriously concerned about the
threat posed by hoiordous waste, including clinicol
waste, waste oll, batteries as well as asbestos, found in
post-impacted tsunomi countries. In o seres of UNEP
Post-Disaster Waoste Maonagement Workshops which
were held in the Maoldives (Moy 2005), Indonesia
[June 2005) and in Pakistan {March 2008), the oshes-
tos hazard was one of many waste issues flagged up.™
Although funding was ovailable, no such workshop
took place in 5n Lanko, o country where oshestos-con-
taining moteriols ore regarded as everyday building
materiols. The Government's views are expressed in
o three-poge document entitled: Usage of Chrysotile
Fibre-Bonded Cement Roofing Sheels for the Housing



