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The first opportunity to explore the threats posed by
the increasing use of asbestos in Asio was created by
international asbestos victims groups, NGOs, trode un-
ions, government agencies and Japanese supparting
bodies which worked together to organize the Global
fsbestos Congress 2004 (GAC 2004) in Tokyo. This
event, which brought together 800 delegates from 40
countries, addressed o ronge of medical, legal, epide-
miological, biochemical, environmental, sociol and
political issues. Representatives of international lobor
federations and hundreds of Asion trode unionists
were in attendance, underlining the growing oware-
ness of the toll being paid by building workers for hoz-
ardats ashestos exposures, The presence of Jopunese,
Indian, Australion, Conadion, Americon, Welsh and
Narthern Irish asbesios victims ond fomily members
personalized the orowing worldwide epidemic.

GALC 2004 kick-started the regional asbestos debate
and gave birth to many joint imitintives including a fal-
low-up conference in Bangkok in July 2006 which pro-
gressed the reqional asbestos dinlogue, Attendance of
high-level Thai poliboors ond civil servants at the
Asion Asbestos Conference (AAC 2008) enabled Thal
delegates to engoge in one-to-one discussions on s
sues such os the leck of survetlionee of working condi-
tions in osbestos focilities located In rural areos, Dr.
ivan 0. Ivanoy, an Occupational Health speciolist from
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the WHO, called the meeting an “important mile-
stone” in regionol and globol eforts to curb the ep-
demic of osbestos-reloted diseoses.

By offering speokers the epportunity to present up-to-
date end accurate information on the ashestos hazard,
AAC 2006 succesded in Bxposing industry propoganda
such os reassurances thot “the controlled use of ashes-
tos is safe’” No defegate to the conference left Bang-
kok with any illusions about the petential for lasting
harm posed by the use of ashestos and asbestos-con-
toining products. Highlighting the importonce of the
conference for Thoi delegates, Or. Somkiat Sirinuttono-
pruk, one of the conference organizers, reparted thot:

"Since the conference, the ashestas issue has been the
focus of meetings and discussions amongst civil serv-
ants, government personnel and eccupotional health
professionals in Thailond. We are determined to build
on the momentum generated by the July meeting so
that improvements will be made and the populotion
will be better protected from the osbestos hozard
Thailand was honored to bave so many distinguished
internotiongl experts attend this event and we look
forward to warking with this global netwerk i the fu
ture.”

Delegates ot the AAC odopted The Bengkok Decloration
on the Elimination of Asbestos ond Asbestos-refated Drs-
eose (Appendix D) which calls for o total abolition of
the use of asbestos ond osbestos-containing products,
highlights the importance of pnmary prevention and
the opplication of proctical guidelines for good prac
tice, points out that sofer olternatives are ovoiloble
ond should be used ond emphaosizes the need for early
disease detaction, appropnaote medical treatment and
prompt payment of government benefits ond compen-
sotion claims
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The ashestos problem epitomizes commaon chollenges
facing Asion populations, such os the epidemic of in-
dustrial occidents ond deaths and the lock of good goy-
ernance. Gross-roots mobilizotion linked to interno-
tional odvacacy is critical for o "sustained and holistic
improvernent” for workers in the region according to
Sonjiv Pandite, from the Hong-kong based Asian Net-
work for the Rights of Occupational Accident Vichims
[AMROA] who says:



"Warkers in Asia should not
need to go through the some
painful experience as workers in
industrinhzed countries before o
completa ban on osbestos is in-
troduced.”

ANROAY 15 wordng to rowse
owmeness of osbestos issues
throughout Asia and has played
a major part in the oshestos
campaign mounted by NGDs
such os BANJAN and JOSHRC in
Jopan, Recognizing the need for
practical support from medical
and legal professionals ond col-
loboration with Lrade umion,
envirenmental and health octiv-
ists, ANROAY cultivates links
through its ottendonce of meet-
mgs such os the GAC 2004 and
the AAC 2006 and its outreach

progroms, To counter industry's
propaganda, it has lounched on
information campaign in majar
Asion languoges aboul occupa-
tional and envirgnmental as-
bestos horards,

Throughout the 20th century, countries with the high-
est Incomes were the biggest oshestos consumers; in
the 21st century, the biggest consumers are middle in
come countries. This shifting pottern of consumption
should be ringing worning bells throughout Asia, As
history hos shown thot o notional ban by one country
merely relocotes the problem to its neighbors, o coor-
dinoted strotegy such os once proposed by Professor
¥en Tokahashi, from the University of Occupational
and Environmental Health (lopan), is needed, To be
effective, on Asian Asbestos Action Plan should in
tlude: measures for prevention of all types of asbestos
exposure, simultaneous nationol bons to prevent Lhe
transfer af hazordous technologes ond systems for
monitaring actions token and progress made,

The year 2006 wos dubbed the Year of Action on As-
bestos by the glabal bon oshestos netwark. Duning
thet time, the osbestos debote started in earnest In
Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Eqypt, Greece, India, Indonesia,
Thailand and the Philippines and engoged with new
sociol partners, groups and individuals in Australia,
Belgium, Brazil, Canodo, Denmark, France, foly, Jo-
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pan, Korea, Poland, itoly, South Africa, the UK and the
U.5. In support of calls for o global bon mode by trode
unions in 2006, asbestos victims' associotions, com-
munity groups, international bodies ond politicons
from 42 countries issued o petition stating:

“wi declore thol each human being hos the nght to
live and work in a healthy environment. It is not ac-
ceptable that o substonce which (s too harmful ta be
used in the Eurapean Union is ased in Asio, Africa and
Latin America; it is not acceptable for an industriolized
country to dump osbestos-contaminated ships in o de-
veloping country... The time for oction is now!”

Emphaosizing the ever-expanding links of the virtual
bon asbestos compoign was the ogenda of o meeting
held on December 3, 2006 in New Delhi by Dr, TK Joshi,
Heod of the (Indion) Center for Dccupational & Envi-
ronmental Health. The well-ottended event feotured
presentations by key scientific ond medical experts
from Asia, North Americo and the Middle Eost and
compaigners representing Asion asbestos victims and
community groups. On May 1819, 2007, o Korean-
loponese Symposium: Solutions on Asbestos [ssues
was held in Seoul, Korea; this event was supported by
o brood ronge of groups representing civil sooety in
both countries.
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