trade unionist Fiona Murie at a “Ban an Asbestos Pan-
el" discussion during o National Working Meeting in
Jokarto, Whilst the other speakers in this session® ex-

tolled the virtues of industry’s "controlled use” philos-
ophy, Ms, Murie smid;

“Since 1989, the Building and Woodworkers Interna-
tional {BWI) has hod o clear policy to actively compaign
for o globol bon on all kinds of asbestos, moinly used in
building materiols. The reason s clear — oshestos Kills,

Calls for the elimination of asbestos use in Vietnam
were oggressively countered by industry stakeholders
who maintained the substonce wos indispensable for
the country’s development. In response to these
claims, o government research progrom focusing on
the replocement of chrysotile by para-aramid, polyvi-
nyl alcohol (PVA) ar cellulose fibers was initioted. Lobo-
ratory studies and industriol expeniments established
that PYA-cement roofing tile production ond the transi-

tion from osbestos lo non-asbestos technology wers - S
feasible. :‘w whether it's blue, brown or white — it is deadly. Choos:
ing hetween chrysatile and amphibaole oshestos Is like

m deciding between the electric chair ond o lethal injec-
tion...

In the globol ronkings, Indonesio s the world's 8th

“Asbestos kills,
whether it's blue,
brown or white -
it is deadly.
Choosing between
thrysotile and
amphibole asbestos
is like deciding
between the
electric chalr

and a lethal
injection.”
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largest imparier, processar, consumer and exporter of
asbestos ond osbestos moteriols;*® during the period
2000-2004, consumption rose by 20%. Throughout
Indonesia, asbestos sheeting is readily available and,
as one of the cheopest motenols, remains the building
product of choice for mony customers. More than
4,700 workers ore employed by asbestos-processing
industries; one case of mesothelioma hos been identi
fied. The majority of chrysotile ashestos, which is im-
ported from Canoda, Brozil ond Russio, is used in the
manufacture of osbestos-cement roofing materials *

A well-resourced national osbestos
lobby aggressively counters poten-
tial threats to the industry, In Feb-
rugry 2006, the Fiber Cement

Maonufocturers  Assaciotion, sup-
parted by the International Chrys-
otile Associotion and the Conadian
Embossy, held a so-called “Inter-
national Scientific Symposium™ in
Jakorto which waos little mare than
a propaganda exercise to promote
the “safe use™ use of chrysotile. On
the cover of the symposium pro-
grom the logos of the Intermation-
al Chrysotile Associotion, the Gov-
ernment of Canoda and the
Chrysotile Association were promi-
nently disployed. An aottempt to
invite Australion pathologist Dr.
Douglos Henderson, o leading as-
bestos expert ond odviser to the
World Trode Orgonization on the
cose Conada brought ogaoinst the
French mshestos ban, to speak ot
this meeting wos rejected out of
hand by the event organizers. One
year on, things hod improved maor-
ginally with the porticipation of

The BWI has heard the oft-repeated *sofe use” refrain
from so-calfed ‘oshestos experts, whose research hos
been commissioned by the industry or who ore poid
consultants to the industry; we give no credence fo
their spurious findings or to the propagonda which
muokes use of it. The BWI prefers Lo rely on the opinions
af the independent scientific community, such as the
World Heolth Orgonizotion, the Internolionol Agency
for Research on Concer, the International Programme
on Chemicol Sofety, the Collegium Romaozzini, the In-
ternational Sociol Security Association, the Interna
tional Lobaur Organization, the Senior Labour Inspec-
tors' Committee ond mony more independent
arganizations which enjoy international credibility and
are not in the poy of the osbestos industry. They ogree
that the use of asbestos is hozardous and thot the hest
way to protect humanity from the asbestos scourge is to
bon ashestos”

In Pakistan, widespread contominotion by both im-
ported and locolly sourced oshestos endongers both
public and occupotionnl health.* A range of tests in-
duding geological, air and product sompling from
various deposits, mines, milis, factories and residential
areas, carmed out by Geologist Dr. Neor Jehon from
Peshowar University over recent years, revealed thot
all the samples contained:

"different types of respirable chrysatile, tremalite and
anthophyllite. The exposure level was hundreds and
thousands times greater than the permissible expo-
sure limit in the indoor and outdoor environment os
specified by the WHO and OSHA™

Residents living in close proximity to small-scale asbes-
tas-using production units or in typical houses contain:
ing uncooted osbestos doors, windows and sidings os
well as students/teachers using asbestos tables ond
other furniture ond patients/stoff in hospitals with as-



